
RIGHTLY HANDLED
How to Study the Bible

***Getting more out of our Bible Study, we have to put more in!***
We are going to learn some tools for good Bible study that will 1) help you study better
on your own and even get more out of sermons, small groups, bible studies, etc. 2)
Have more confidence when you do study the Bible, 3) come to proper conclusions
about what the Bible says and means.

The Scope will be introductory. There are some areas I am not planning on covering,
which leave room for another class. This is for several reasons: 1) I don’t want to
assume everyone is familiar with these concepts, 2) I don’t want to overload us the first
time and end up leaving all of us confused. Free to ask questions and discuss as we go
along.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE BIBLE :
Psalm 119:89: Your word O LORD is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens
Isaiah 55:11 – “So shall My word be that goes forth from my mouth; it shall not return
to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please, and it shall prosper in the thing for
which I sent it.” (God’s Word, not man’s; it has power to accomplish God’s desire)
2 Tim. 3:16 – “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” (All Scripture, not some,
Inspired literally means God-breathed – God is the author, profitable for man)
2 Pet. 1:21 – “For prophecy never came by the will of a man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.” (not the product of man, men vehicles/
conduit for God speaking to man, “carried along” like wind in a ship’s sails)

WHY STUDY THE BIBLE
1. Know God (Jer 9:24)
2. Spiritual Growth (2 Peter 3:18)
3. Discerning (Acts 17:11)
4. Guidance (Ps 119:105)
5. Loving - a growing head (knowledge) AND a growing heart (love).  (Mk 12:30)

WHY CAREFUL STUDY IS SO IMPORTANT:
● 2 Timothy 2:15….
● James 3:1....



● Job 42:7-8…..
● Jer 8:8 (Having vs Handling)

THE BIBLE
● 66 books (39 OT and 27 NT); over 40 writers over 1500 year in 3 different

languages Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek
● Jesus Christ is the central figure from beginning to end (John 5:39)

TWO VIEWS OF GOD: IMMANENCE VS. TRANSCENDENCE
1. Immanence: God is creation. We find God by looking within creation (“Divine

spark” within each of us), God cannot be separated from creation, He is a part of
it. New Age, C3, Eastern mystical religions. UNBIBLICAL

2. Transcendence: God is distinct from creation (separate/other/transcendent from
creation). God and creation are not one, they are separate. BIBLICAL

****THIS MEANS that in order to know God we can’t look IN creation.  We need to
receive a message from God who is OUTSIDE of creation (Revelation/Scripture)

UNKNOWABLE GOD:
● Man cannot find God from his own efforts. You can’t look to creation to find or

know God intimately.
● God’s nature prevents man from knowing Him – Isaiah 55:8-9
● Man’s nature prevents man from knowing God – Sinful nature, blinds us (Eph

4:18), separates us from God(Isa. 59:2), doesn’t want to know God (Rom. 3:11)
● Knowing God requires that God makes Himself known. “He must make the first

move”

REVELATION, “UNVEILING” (2 KINDS)
Both scientists and theologians study revelation: theologians study “Special”
revelation, whereas scientists study “Natural” revelation (creation).

● Natural Revelation: (Non-verbal, seen in creation – the power to create, the
intelligence to create order and complexity, the goodness in the beauty and
provision found in the natural world) …Romans 1:20



● Special Revelation: (Verbal – making known what otherwise could not be known.
Natural revelation is the evidence of God in the works He has done, whereas
special revelation is that God speaking to His creation (man) personally.

-Two ways: 1) Jesus Christ and 2) the written Word, the Bible.

**ASK: What cannot be known of God in creation that requires other revelation? (Origin
of evil, God’s redemptive plan for mankind, many of God’s attributes, Jesus Christ, etc.)

THE HOLY SPIRIT
The Bible is Inspired by God the Holy Spirit, ( “inspired literally means “God-breathed”, 2
Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21) Because the Bible is inspired by God, then it is:

● Infallible – incapable of error
● Inerrant – absent from any error

***If we say there are errors in the Bible then we are faced with 3 Problems:
1. If the Bible has errors, then either God makes mistakes and He is not what the

Bible tells us He is. What other areas in my life would I believe He allows errors
for? This erodes our faith when we deny the infallibility and the inerrancy of
Scripture.

2. It also makes man the authority over the Bible because he then is judging which
parts are true and not true. What parts are error? Who decides what is true and
what is false

3. Man begins to look outside of Scripture for truth, leading to idolatry and apostasy

● Authoritative – the ultimate, final, and binding authority in the world, especially
the Christian. It has jurisdiction over everything. (Is this true for unbelievers too?
Yes, what the Bible says does not become false simply because people don’t
believe it, it is true for everyone whether they believe it or not.)

Additionally, the Bible is Illuminated by the Holy Spirit – illumination and revelation are
different. Revelation is God choosing to speak and give knowledge that was before
unknown (collected and contained in Scripture).  Revelation is complete and closed –
no more revelation is being given. Illumination, however, is the work of the Spirit on any
believer to help them understand revelation – “shed light” (1 Cor. 2:14)



APPROACHING THE BIBLE

Attitude:
● Believe that the Bible comes from God through man. Deny that man is the

ultimate source of what we read here. God is the ultimate Source (Inspired,
Inerrant, Infallible, Authoritative)

● Humble. Pride blinds to spiritual truth.
● A soft heart (Mark 6:52)
● A worry-free heart (Mark 4:13-20)
● Certainty of God’s supernatural power (Mk. 12:24)
● Depending on Holy Spirit for seeing truth (1 Cor. 2:14)

Goal:
● Increase knowledge (2 Pet 3:18)
● Increase Love (Mk 12:30)

Method
Literal/Plain method:  taking the words at their natural, normal, customary meaning in
the context they were written.

DO NOT MAKE THESE MISTAKES:

1. Allegorical – spiritualizing the words, searching for a hidden, 2nd meaning that is
not given in the passage or anywhere else in the Bible.

2. Springboarding: starting with a Bible verse that seems relevant, but, using it to
jump to humanistic psychology, philosophy, cultural fads, trendy teachings, etc.

3. Self-Centered:  “What does it mean to me?”  Eisegesis means imposing our
preferred meaning into the text to make it say what we want it to say.  It
completely disregards the goal of study:  discovering what God meant when He
spoke.

4. Cherry-Picking is searching for verses in the Bible that when taken out of their
context will support my views.

DANGERS OF THESE MISTAKES:
● Profaning God’s Name by mishandling His Word. Don’t say God endorses

something if He doesn’t. Don’t claim God to be, or do, or say something that He
isn’t or doesn’t. This is why there are strong warnings to teachers of God’s Word
found in Scripture (Do not misrepresent God by mishandling His Word in your



words or deeds. Handling the Word goes beyond reading it, it goes into your daily
living (James 1:23-25).

● Rebellious spirit:  rather than coming to the word to learn I’m coming for
affirmation.  Rather than coming to be corrected where I may be wrong I’m
coming to correct the Word of God.  A believer doesn’t change God’s Word, he
comes to be changed by it.

INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY

WHY we use Inductive Study:  lets Scripture speak for itself and lead us to conclusions
of what it means rather than us trying to impose our conclusions on it – maintains the
authority of Scripture in our approach; avoids erroneous conclusions, God
communicated to us in a way we can understand so we can understand Him. He isn’t
“tricking us”.

WHAT it is:  going from specific details to a general principle (Richards, 63)

MULTI-STEP Process
1. Prayer
2. Observation: What does it say?
3. Prayer
4. Interpretation: What did the author mean?
5. Prayer
6. Application: What do I do?


